Rodney Dietrich 

President

Search and Rescue Alberta

VIA E-mail
accountinggod@shaw.ca

July 31, 2007.

Dear Rod, 

Thank you for forwarding a draft of your letter to your membership. As you suggested I would like to make some comments.

The Alberta Emergency Management Agency (AEMA) is the lead agency for Ground Search and Rescue (GSAR) on behalf of the Government of Alberta. This was a decision taken jointly by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MAH) of which AEMA is part, and by the Ministry of the Solicitor General and Public Safety (SOLGEN).  

The new Managing Director of AEMA, David Hodgins, has demonstrated a personal commitment to GSAR since his appointment on May 14, 2007. 

The 100 Day Plan for AEMA includes a working group focused exclusively on GSAR.  The group is specifically tasked with development of policy and training standards in consultation with ground search and rescue practitioners and SOLGEN personnel.

AEMA will continue to consult with other ministries, departments and stakeholders with respect to GSAR.  This autumn SOLGEN will sponsor a meeting with its municipal tasking partners to establish provincial protocols and standards for a range of GSAR activities.  AEMA will be integral to this consultation. 

In your letter you refer to a July 26th meeting in Red Deer that you attended with other members of the SAR Alberta executive. That meeting with representatives of the Workers Compensation Board and the RCMP to discuss volunteer safety is an example of the type of research and dialogue to which AEMA is committed in development of a comprehensive GSAR plan for the province.
I trust that the points above will help you clarify for your members the high priority that AEMA places on GSAR in the province.  It is our hope that the SAR Alberta AGM will provide another opportunity to foster the consultation.

Sincerely, 

G. Scott Pepper

Emergency Management Officer

Alberta Emergency Management Agency 

