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April 18, 2008

Albertans encouraged to learn about search and rescue

Volunteers, emergency responders recognized on Search and Rescue Day, May 3

Edmonton... Want to avoid getting lost in the woods? Ever wonder how best to rescue someone from a cave? You can find information on these subjects and many more on May 3, Alberta Search and Rescue Day.

Local groups across the province have organized activities for the public including search and rescue demonstrations, equipment displays, and a family-friendly orienteering competition called SARAmazing Race. 

In addition to educational activities, Alberta’s Search and Rescue Day is also an opportunity to recognize the thousands of volunteers who give their time. These volunteers are often the unsung heroes among emergency responders. It is important to recognize their hard work and dedication to keeping our communities safe and to increase awareness about the outstanding contributions they have made. 

The Government of Alberta provides search and rescue groups with $150,000 annually to train volunteers in courses such as first aid and CPR, ground search and rescue fundamentals, and managing search and rescue operations. Field officers from the Alberta Emergency Management Agency liaise with search and rescue groups in their communities to provide advice and assistance.

In Alberta, there are 36 organizations with over 2,500 volunteer members, who put their lives at risk to save others and conduct complex searches to help local police. About 300 search and rescue operations are conducted in the province every year, on land, in the air and in water. Some volunteers search with dogs, while others use planes, helicopters, snowmobiles or all-terrain vehicles.

For more information, visit the Alberta Emergency Management Agency website at www.aema.alberta.ca.  
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Attachment: A list of Search and Rescue Day activities.

Media inquiries may be directed to:

Jessica Spratt

Communications

Municipal Affairs

780-422-8812*
Michelle Maschke

Interim Secretary

Search and Rescue Alberta

403-507-3368

*To call toll-free within Alberta dial 310-0000.


April 18, 2008

Alberta Search and Rescue Day event listing for May 3

Calgary Search and Rescue 

Calgary Search and Rescue and the Calgary Fire Department are participating in Emergency Response Institute (ERI) Canada’s 2008 Emergency Management and Search and Rescue Conference in Calgary on May 2, 3, and 4. The registration deadline is April 28, and the cost is $150. 

For further details, contact ERI by e-mail at info@ericanada.com. 

Lethbridge Search and Rescue/Canadian Search Dog Association

Lethbridge and Area Search and Rescue Association (LASARA) is hosting the First Ever ‘SARAmazing Race’. Teams of all ages and skill levels will use orienteering skills to locate LASARA members who will direct them through a series of tasks based on search, rescue, and first aid skills. 

For further details or to register a team, contact LASARA by e-mail at fundraising@lasara.org.

Olds Search and Rescue

Olds Search and Rescue is participating at the Annual ‘Olds & District Market Place Fair’ on May 3, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and on May 4 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be a recruitment drive, an information booth, and preventative education programs such as ‘Hug-a-tree and Survive’ and ’Kids Printz’ fingerprinting.  

For further details, e-mail office@osar.ca or for media enquiries e-mail pr@osar.ca.

Parkland Search and Rescue 

Parkland Search and Rescue is hosting a pancake breakfast and open house at the Parkland Search and Rescue Hall in Stony Plain. The public is invited to learn about search and rescue activities in Alberta and to join in the action as a new recruit.

For further details, contact Norman Mathew by email at normanmathew@xplornet.com.

St. Paul Search and Rescue

St. Paul Search and Rescue (SAR) is setting up a display booth and slide show at the St. Paul Co-op mall (located on the east side of town on Main Street, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.). A Search and Rescue Manager and other team members will be available to answer questions, talk about what the SAR group does, and describe the various activities taking place in the St. Paul area. There will also be a recruitment drive to encourage new members to sign up for an upcoming SAR Basic Course.

For further details, contact Duane Fleming by e-mail at Duane.Fleming@gov.ab.ca.

Whitecourt Search and Rescue 

Whitecourt Search and Rescue is offering Lost in the Woods courses for local school children in the Whitecourt area throughout the month of May.

For further details, contact Lisa Martiniuk by e-mail at lisrat@telus.net.
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