Position on Golden Search and Rescue
As you are aware, Golden SAR has had legal proceedings started against them in relation to the death of a Quebec woman this past winter.  As of Thursday June 11, 2009 Golden District SAR has suspended operations until further notice. Golden SAR is looking for clarification around the BC government’s insurance policy as it relates to search and rescue volunteers and teams, before it resumes full operations. Other BC SAR teams are also looking for clarification 
As this matter is before the courts, SAR Alberta cannot provide comment on particulars surrounding the incident.  The media has questioned whether or not teams in Alberta will also be withdrawing their services. SAR Alberta has stated that no teams in this province are withdrawing their services at this time, however, teams will have to review their insurance coverage or lack of it, and make informed decisions on whether or not they can, or should, respond without adequate coverage. It may not be a decision of whether or not teams want to withdraw their services but rather if they have to.
SAR Alberta is meeting with the executive of AEMA over the next two weeks to discuss this and other issues. Insurance is no longer an issue that can be ignored and must be addressed by all those involved. SAR Alberta believes all teams and members should be protected, with the same coverage for all teams in the province. 
In the mean time all teams in Alberta are encouraged to ensure they have proper insurance in place to protect themselves and their members. We understand the ability to obtain insurance does rest with the financial resources available to your team, however, you must carefully weigh the risks involved.
SARVAC – the Search and Rescue Volunteer Association of Canada has also commented on the insurance issue. For a number of years  SARVAC has lobbied for a national solution to the insurance challenge as teams across Canada struggle to get the coverage they need. SARVAC has developed an insurance program, with Algoma Insurance, that is specifically designed for search and rescue teams. Golden District SAR does have liability insurance provided by Algoma and according to the insurer the plan is responding to its claim as it should. Information regarding the available Algoma insurance can be found on SARVAC.CA.  

Please contact your regional representative if you have further questions or comments.
